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ly psalmist was certain God
would be with him through the valley of
death but did not demand details. In the
biblical record Lazarus found that to be
true and actually came back from death,
but inspired writers show no interest in
any stories he may have told about it all.
Dorcas was resuscitated. Jairus' daughter, and the son of the widow of Nain

were too, but no one interviewed them
and reported the findings in our scriptures. Elijah and Moses had an unusual
passage through death, but when they
came back to converse with Christ on
the Mount of Transfiguration, they talked not about their own after-death experiences but of Christ's approaching passage through death—his " E x o d u s . "
Christ himself did come back from
death, but apparently he did not think

J L n t e r e s t in what happens immediately after "death" is increasing, and is
no longer limited to those researching
extrasensory experiences, or death itself.
The same medical science which is making possible the resuscitation of thousands already declared clinically dead, is
starting to listen respectfully to what
these dead-come-back-to-life say they
experienced. The thousands of testimonies converge around some interesting
themes. These dead-come-back-to-life
deserve to be heard with respect.
Reluctantly some protestant Bible
scholars are reexamining biblical inferences about the "near-hereafter." Humanistically oriented researchers from many
disciplines are concerned to assert that
all of these testimonies do not "prove"
that life after death is a reality.
Thus the same generation of Christians which allowed hymns about "heaven" to be taken from their hymnals and
hell from their preaching, and relegated
talk of the future life to the sects, is
having to reopen the issue of life after
death. Christians should be eager and
comfortable to talk about the life beyond this one, but many have shied
away.
A generation of earth dwellers is
slowly having its finitude anxieties aroused by the rapid spread of nuclear weapons. Death by atomic dissolution now
haunts the imagination and nightmares
of many. The death-denying avoidances
of a past generation exposed so mercilessly by Jessica Mitford's The American Way of Death, in 1962, will no
longer satisfy. A recent Gallop Poll suggested that 70% of people in the United
States now believe in the hereafter. It is
likely that the percentage is rising. Questions will be asked with new intensity.
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that it was necessary for the salvation
and triumphant living of his followers
that the mystery be removed or that he
reveal the details of life-after-life. The
details are left in the mists.
The Apostle Paul calls things heard in
his "caught up into heaven," and "outof-the-body" experiences as "unlawful
to utter." In fact, he did not worry
whether some mystical experiences were
in the body or out of the body. He
merely said, " G o d knoweth." (II Cor.
12:1-4).
In one story which Jesus told, Abrah a m reminded a tormented rich man in
his own life after death that his five
brothers would not change their wicked
ways and repent, even though Lazarus
were to be brought back f r o m the dead
to warn t h e m (Luke 16:31). Persons
who are determined to remove the mystery which surrounds the life after death
will not get much encouragement f r o m
the biblical writers. Apocalyptic writers
(Daniel, Ezekiel, and J o h n ) used broad
poetic imagery when they spoke of the
after life. Attempts to force their poetic
messages into scientific reporting usually b e c o m e m o r e c o n f u s i n g t h a n
helpful.

T

•ft ^ here are a few triumphant certainties a b o u t the after life. Christians
will be wise to d o as Christ did when he

Certainly of life
after this life
is anchored in the
p ro mises of J ems
and in the teachings
of the Apostle Paul.
Most of the
apostles did not
argue for life
after death. 1 hey
just assumed it.

answered his Sadducean agnostics. He
grounded certainty in life after h u m a n
death in the character of God himself
(Mk. 12:18-27). God is the God of the
living. Because he lives eternally, he has
covenanted that people he created in his
image shall live eternally.
Certainty of life after this life is
anchored also in the promises of Jesus
(such as those in J o h n 14) and in the
teachings of the Apostle Paul illustrated
best by I Corinthians 15. Most of the
apostles did not argue for life after
death. They just assumed it. Life will be
in a body, glorified, and with greatly
heightened joys and knowledge. F o r
some there will be remorse.
C o r r o b o r a t i o n also keeps coming
f r o m new believers in many cultures.
God's Spirit seals this certainty in the
church, generation after generation. In
fact, young believers f r o m Bantu cultures seem to have much to teach missionaries f r o m the West about the presence h e r e - a n d - n o w of the ancestral
spirits of loved ones gone before, about
the church triumphant actively present
while the church militant worships, and
about the great cloud of witnesses who
gather around when the congregation
assembles. Life will include awareness of
God's pilgrim people.
Life after death certainty is grounded
by both biblical and contemporary believers in the fact that God cannot be
defeated, in the fact that God covenants
with his own, in the certainty of God's
on-going creation, and in his determination to consummate all history in the
triumphs of his.saving Son. The Bible
avoids the romanticized views of transcendentalist poets or the modern "Jonathan Livingston Seagull" artists. The
Bible holds a different view than pantheism, Eastern religions, existentialists or
believers in a nebulous "world soul."

F

.

mJ^m or years, sober men ot science
were satisfied with the "logical game"
that consciousness shared the same fate
as the corpse. But in 1978 the California
Museum of Science came forward with
the idea of "continuum" to explain how
consciousness can exist independent of
the physical body. That is a new stance
for science! They intend to "prove" the
after life the same way they have proved
that invisible electrons exist!
next page please
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Life... After \jm\m
life seems to end
The Journal of Nervous and Mental
Disease published a review of the literature of research into reincarnation and
life after death. At the other extreme
there are some exorcists who tend to see
all as "poltergeists" and as something
demonic.
J o h n Fuller in The Great Soul Trial
suggested that a modern "jury trial" of
witnesses might get to objective truth.
Other researchers are attempting to
amass evidence through careful recording of deathbed and resuscitation conversations. Researchers divide as to
whether resuscitated persons should be
hypnotized so as to learn more of all that
lies within their expanded consciousness.
Theory after theory, and hypothesis
after hypothesis have been and are being
tested. Researchers using L.S.D. and
other hallucinogenic drugs point out
that transpersonal experiences and experiences like a previous or subsequent
incarnation d o happen. Researchers
(like Koestler) propose that "brain
waves of energy" move in "waves and
fields" out in space as another form of
energy, much as modern physics observes energy in "waves and particles."
Archie Matson, in his book After Life
(Harpers, 1975) reports that there are
more than 300,000 volumes in earth's
libraries on the subject of life beyond the
grave. Naturally, anthropologists look
for recurring themes among the burial
inscriptions across thousands of years
and look for those themes in modern
testimonies. Researchers study the "phantom limb" experiences of amputees.
Another group links life after death
experiences to telepathy (Spraggett).
One psychoanalyst, assuming the
amazing power of Freud's "death instinct," compares after death experiences to a "splitting of the ego," which is
merely an acute form of denial. All are
seen as mere "mental mechanisms."
Some researchers compare life after
death experiences to dreams (Osis and
Haraldsson). Others compare them to
electrical shock effects upon the brain,
to hallucinations or side effects of epileptic seizures, to various states of excitement of the central nervous system, to
subliminal states of awareness, and to
4

out-of-the-body experiences when sensory deprivation and isolation-solitude
is sustained for a long time, or to the
"mirages" persons see when lost in a
desert.
Grof and Halifax hypothesize that
the experience of passing through a
"long dark tunnel," so common among
resuscitated, may be memories retrieved
of intra-uterine existence and of the
birth experience during delivery.
Researchers like Ronald K. Siegel,
Raymond Moody, Maurice Rawlings
and Elizabeth Kubler Ross are representative of a host of others at work who are
trying to avoid mere superstition and
sensationalism, while bringing together
a sober and believable report of what
resuscitated persons say. They are careful, however, to emphasize that their
findings do not add up to "proof."
On scores of university campuses
young people are registering for courses
on "Death and Dying," or "Life and
Death." In one university the bibliography provided for such a course runs
to 88 pages, just to list source material
and parallel readings. Abraham
Schmitt's Dialogue With Death (Choice
Books, 1976) illustrates this intense
interest of many modern intellectuals.
Gerald Studer's After Death
What?
(Herald Press, 1976) represents the
interest of a neo-Anabaptist pastor and
scholar.

Human concern about
"eternity future"
is a good thing and
should be encouraged
by Christians.
Everyone ought to
know that an eternity
does lie ahead, and
they had better live
in the light of it.

D _
ologist, reported his findings in his book
entitled Beyond Death's Door, Thos.
Nelson, N.Y., 1978. He found his own
life transformed from that of nominal
church member to a passionate proclaimer of the good news, primarily by
the reports of his patients he helped to
resuscitate. He seems critical of some of
the other researchers into life after death,
because he feels that they have not told
the "judgment" and "glimpses of hell
fire" stories which some of his patients
reported. And so he focused upon these
reports and gives them in great detail.
Dr. Rawlings concludes that resuscitated persons must tend to "suppress"
and "forget" the ugly parts of their after
death experiences. He thinks one reason
he heard more such reports is because he
interviewed his resuscitated patients at
once, whereas so many other researchers
did so some while later. He also concludes that, since Satan is "an angel of
light" and is actively deceiving people,
those who forget the "hell fire" part of
their after-death experience may have
been deceived by Satan who merely
posed as an "angel of light."
But even the most vivid reports of
"judgment" and the "lake of fire" which
a few of the patients of Dr. Rawlings
reported included none of a "devil with
horns." One saw "snakes."
The patients of Dr. Rawlings who
had repeated after-death experiences
always moved from bad first experiences to pleasant later ones, and from
visions of a beautiful meadow to a beautiful city.
Dr. Moody reported his findings in
Life After Life (Guideposts, Carmel,
N.Y. 1975). Psychiatrist Moody, who
interviewed more than 300 who returned
from near death or clinical death, reports
that the experience was "ineffable" (unable to be described in words). Often the
"dead" heard doctors talking about
them. They had feelings of peace and
quiet, of moving through "a dark tunnel," of meeting with a "being of light"
or a kind of celestial guide, of meeting
with relatives and friends who had died,
of having a panoramic review of their
life, of feeling "borders and limits" beyond which they could not go, of being
rescued supernaturally, and of gaining
great wisdom and insight. Many reported great beauty or beautiful music, and
that time seemed to stand still.
Almost always the person returned to
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their cry for justice and righteousness in
human relationships.
Happily, the resuscitated, who come
back to life reluctantly (even though
they had felt like Paul that to depart and
to be with Christ would be far better),
a l m o s t always feel t h a t they were
brought back to life "for a purpose."
They feel "more sensitive to persons,"
and they set out to serve with a new
sense of eternal values combined with
social concern.

this life reluctantly, greatly purified and
changed by the whole experience. All
were now sure of survival after death.
Almost none of the 300 had run into a
"reward-punishment" scene, and there
was practically no mention of a hell.
Persons who had a t t e m p t e d suicide
came back to life feeling suicide was
very wrong.
Dr. M o o d y himself concluded that
his findings rule out linkage to the
occult, since only 6 or 7 of the 300 had
any experience with the occult. M a n y
were not receiving drugs or medication
at the time, so the experiences could not
have been merely drug side effects.
A l t h o u g h m a n y of M o o d y ' s i n t e r viewees said they were Christians, not all
were. And some who were not believers
before the experience became believers
as a result of it. None needed " p r o o f ' of
life after death, they reported that they
"just knew it." M a n y hesitated to talk
about their out-of-the-body experiences
because they were a f r a i d that their
friends would think them queer.

s

^ i ^ i n c e belief in the afterlife is a part
of faith-certainty, and not dependent
u p o n a n y a m o u n t of r e s e a r c h e r s '
"proof," Christians can be relaxed about
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what researchers find. In fact, h u m a n
concern about "eternity future" is a
good thing and should be encouraged
by Christians. Everyone ought to know
that an eternity does lie ahead, and they
had better live in the light of it.
Quite a few researchers report that
most of those who returned after being
pronounced clinically dead wanted "to
love others and to gain knowledge." For
such results Christians can be glad.
If the chorus of testimonies from
resuscitated persons reminds everyone
that they should live "ready to give
account for the deeds done in the body,"
and challenges the rampant hedonism
which says "eat, drink, and be merry for
t o m o r r o w we die," then all of this is a
cause for gratitude. Our generation greatly needs more moral earnestness and
ethical sensitivity.
If glimpses into life-after-this-life awaken a longing for eternal life, for life
in fellowship with the Lord of life and
death, this can empower evangelism and
add depth to church fellowship. A few
church leaders feared that renewed talk
of the life beyond might detract from
concern and hard work to serve the very
real social wrongs and sufferings of
neighbors here and now. That would
indeed be tragic, if like the slaves in
America, persons were taught to sing
a b o u t "streets of gold" so as to pacify

Personal
Postscript
Much mystery remains for me as to
how Christians who have gone on to
their reward, and who are at home with
our heavenly Father, can and do relate
to their loved ones still here on earth.
Just before my father died at age 86, he
asked me whether he would be able to
do anything at all for me after he went
on home to heaven.
Dad seemed wistful and almost plaintive as he asked why one of his greatest
joys of his maturest years (which was
interceding for me and influencing my
life for good by the power of his intercessory prayers) should be taken f r o m
him just because he stepped across "the
little vale we call death." He said he
wanted very much to go on helping me
"if God would allow it."
I did not know how to answer Dad
then in 1967, and I still am not sure what
all to say. I finally told Dad then that, "If
you are still basically the same person
you are now, you will surely be trying
hard to help me," and "if all things are to
work together for my good, I can't see
why our heavenly Father should forbid
your loving desire to do me good."
Since then, when I pray to my heavenly Father, I often have a fantasy that
my dad is somewhere near him, lovingly
interceding for me and scheming for my
good.
But of course I can't "prove" how it is
in life beyond death. •

The author of this Meetinghouse article
has written a number of books, including
The Devil Did Not Make Me Do It and
Leading the Family of God (Herald Press).
Dr. Miller is professor of practical theology
at the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, Ind.
5
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was out mowing my lawn today.
The grass had grown much too high.
But because of the heavy tropical rains
in Florida this time of year and my hectic schedule, it had been over a month
since I had endured this homeowner's
task. As I was trimming the edge of my
yard next to my neighbor's fence, I saw
his wife pruning one of their many
orange trees.
"Hello," I called.
"Hi," she returned.
"What happened? Did Max decide to
sleep in and make you work?" While the
words poured out, I thought about how
my retired neighbor, Max, loved to putter with his citrus trees.
As the last sounds of my question
faded into the humid air, a sad look
came over her face. "You didn't know?"
she asked. "Max died five weeks ago, of
a heart attack!"
"I've been gone," I mumbled. Then I
stopped raking and looked at her. A
mask came over her face, one that read,
'I know, you're so sorry.'
In fact, those very words had started
to form in my throat. But I stopped.
"You know," I said, "what I'll miss the

most about not seeing Max anymore?"
A puzzled look registered on her
brow. "No?"
"I'll miss the times we used to stand,
leaning on this old fence and telling
jokes. I just loved the way he used to
laugh. It reminded me of my grandfather."
She nodded. Then a little smile developed around the corners of her lips.
"Thanks," she said. "You just made my
day so much brighter. I don't understand why, but people never talk to me
about Max. I guess they think it will
make me feel sad. But it's so nice to
know that someone else misses him, too.
It helps to bring back such wonderful
memories. And it helps to make the sorrow of his absence a little less somehow."
We stood and talked for more than an
hour—about Max, about living, dying,
loving, caring. As the conversation
gradually wore down, she concluded,
"Did»» Max tell you the one about the
I laughed and we agreed to talk again
soon.
Later, as I sat in my study, I thought
back on our conversation. I realized that
people want to talk about their personal
burdens. It's not a masochistic desire.
They need to be assured that their lost
loved ones were important to others as
well. We tend to avoid talking about

such topics because we fear it will bring
them sadness, or we just really don't
want to be bothered with someone else's
cares.
Yet that is what Christianity is all
about—bearing one another's burdens.
Caring. Caring enough to bleed a little.
When my brother-in-law Dave died,
he had an entire wardrobe of good, useable clothes. My sister-in-law Carolyn
gave them all to her brother because
Dave and Donny were the same size.
But Donny was careful not to wear
any of Dave's clothes or shoes when
Carolyn was around. Then one day he
was visiting at our house—wearing one
of Dave's suits—when Carolyn came by
unexpectedly.
We all felt a sense of discomfort.
Donny was especially anxious because
of that suit. Finally Carolyn said, "I'm
glad to see you're getting some use out of
Dave's clothes. I thought you might
have just accepted them to be nice."
For the next couple of hours, we all
sat and talked about Dave and how we
missed him. But more importantly, we
recalled how he had touched each of our
lives and made us better people. Sure, it
hurt a little to think about Dave who, at
just twenty-eight, had died. But we also
realized that he still influenced each of
us in many ways.
As Carolyn got ready to leave, she
said, "You know, talking about Dave
has really helped me. Thank you."
If the subject is brought up with an
attitude of caring, it gives people a
chance to express their fears, to talk

Care
enough
to bleed
a little
by Ronald S. Combs

6

Evangelical

Visitor

while someone listens—someone who
really cares. It can open floodgates for
memories they want to share, or sorrow
that needs to be released, or the knowledge that you care. Just because someone close to t h e m has died, become terminally ill, or divorced, does not mean
they want friends to ignore their situation. But it takes a heart that cares, that
cares enough to bleed a little to share
such times with a hurting friend. The
last thing a hurting individual needs is a
tolerant, disinterested, bored pseudosympathetic half listener.
I remember a little girl who lived next

door to me in my apartment complex.
One Saturday afternoon, I started up
the steps, only to find her sitting near the
top of the stairwell. Huge tears clung to
the corners of her eyes.
"What's wrong, sweetheart?" I inquired.
" M y best friend's doll broke."
"Why those big tears?" I asked with a
smile.
"I've been helping her cry!"
That little girl, in her own childlike
way, understood her friend's need for
shared tears. She knew it wouldn't
change the doll's situation, but it did

Administering
God's Grace
What a lofty opportunity! God's Word
says, "Each one should use whatever gift
he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various
f o r m s " (I Peter 4:10). This great concept
should motivate each person to be diligent in the use of God's gifts to serve
others.
The gifts Peter speaks of range f r o m
the intangible to the extremely practical.
Included are the gifts of material possessions which God has so generously given
to most of us.
As I travel across the church these
days, I am much impressed with the
motivation to share which is so evident
in our brotherhood. I a m writing this
article while in a five-day ministry at the
Red Star Brethren in Christ Church in
Leedy, O k l a h o m a . I have also had
numerous contacts with the congregation in Thomas, Oklahoma. A sense of
gratitude fills me as I see God's great
blessing on his people here—big harvest
fields with 30 foot combines busy in the
harvest; beautiful grazing country with
high quality beef cattle; and oil wells,
benefiting many of our people. Even
now I am moved to tears as 1 think of the
way these dedicated people over the
years have given to missions and benevolent needs a r o u n d the world. And
when I hear of persons who seek assistance in placing their finances wisely in
order to bring help to the greatest
number of persons, I am grateful.
August
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by Henry A. Ginder

This article is being written at the
request of our Board of Benevolence.
Over the years this agency has filled an
important place in the life and ministry
of our church. The board provides funds
for the care of ministers and missionaries who have needed special assistance.
And it has also helped us express our
concern for unfortunate children and
for the retirement needs of our senior
citizens.
Some of these ministries now take a
new shape, for a variety of reasons:
changes in government policy and funding; changes in financial status of specific groups of people; creative planning
by the Board of Benevolence as the
board projects into the future; and the
revised board structure, new name and
b r o a d e n e d ministry as p l a n n e d by
"Renewal 2000."
Personally, I like the name and broadened scale of ministry being proposed by
the Renewal 2000 restructuring task
force. The new name, Board for Brotherhood Concerns, embodies two great
concepts: brotherhood
and concern.
Since I sometimes move in circles where
the "brotherhood" concept is almost nil,
I have renewed appreciation for our
understanding of the church, and our
live and loving sense of brotherhood.
And the word "concern" reflects the
spirit of Jesus. He cared, he had compassion, he helped, he healed. The word
embodies the idea of moving beyond

ease the anguish of her friend to know
that someone else cared about her dolly
and her.
Caring. Caring enough to bleed a
little.
I saw a tombstone in an old churchyard in rural Kentucky. It simply said,
"John Duncan, 1871-1934, A Man W h o
Really Cared."
As Christians, could any of us ask for
a greater epitaph? •

Ronald Combs lives in West Melbourne,
Florida.

words to deeds in the name of Christ.
Although the new board and its expanded ministry will not take effect until
approval is given by the 1984 General
Conference, we do well to give the present Board of Benevolence a greater visibility in our church. This board can
help us in areas where we want to be
involved. It rightly focuses its help to
persons rather than to institutions. The
board is concerned for needy persons,
both inside and beyond our congregations, with special interest in those who
have served the church in various ways
and places.
The congregation should be aware of
this agency's purpose to identify with the
local congregational methods of caring
for the needy, such as the deacon's fund,
etc. It must be remembered also that the
ministry of the present Board of Benevolence (and its successor, the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns) will either be
limited or enhanced by the amount of
funds available. This calls for local congregational leadership to give visibility
in the congregation to the ministry of
this board, and to lead our people into
g r e a t e r i n v o l v e m e n t in c a r i n g a n d
sharing.
Look again at the Bible verse with
which we began. I am inspired when I
anticipate all the gifts of all the people
who read these words. And 1 pray that
we may each apply our gifts in the
diverse ministries of our church, especially in benevolent causes. As we do, we
are really "administering God's grace in
its various forms." •
Since his retirement as bishop, Henry
Ginder has been active in evangelistic work
across North A merica as well as representing
several denominational agencies.

A 1982 look

at the church
in Zimbabwe
by Steven Newcomer
History
In the late 1800's, a small group of
dedicated Brethren in Christ, including
Jesse Engle, H. Frances Davidson and
others, caught the vision of proclaiming
the gospel of Jesus Christ in Africa. In
1898 they began a ministry in a part of
southern Africa now known as Zimbabwe, a m o n g a people called the Matabele. Realizing a need to minister to the
needs of the whole man, schools and
medical facilities came into being, along
with churches. Today, eighty-four years
later, this wholistic approach to ministry
continues.
Education
The need for educational facilities in
Zimbabwe is still very real. In 1980,
when Zimbabwe became independent,
there were 75,000 students enrolled in
secondary schools throughout the country; in 1982 there are more than 250,000.
Primary school education up through
Grade 7 has become universally available. It is hoped that by 1985 secondary
education to F o r m 4 will be available to
all who desire it.
Such large scale expansion has not
been without its complications. The
educational capabilities of already existing schools can only be extended to a
limited degree. New facilities are being
constructed and utilized. Another prob-

lem is a shortage of fully trained teachers
to meet the increased demand.
In this setting the Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h c o n t i n u e s to o p e r a t e three
secondary schools and several primary
schools. Not only is a valid contribution
being made to the development of the
country, but the alternative of secondary education in a Christian atmosphere is being offered.
At present, all of the Brethren in
Christ schools are operating to capacity.
M a t o p o has an enrollment of 550,
Mtshabezi has 590 students, and Wanezi
has 350 students. The administration of
the schools comes under the direction of
Mr. S. Moyo, who also serves as principal of the M a t o p o school. M r . P.
Ndlovu and Mr. B. A. Dube function as
the h e a d m a s t e r s of M t s h a b e z i and
Wanezi respectively. In light of the
emphasis the government is placing on
education and in view of the opportunities for spiritual ministry, the continued
existence of the church-operated schools
can certainly be justified.
Medicine
The medical program of the clinics is
being coordinated by Loraine Buckwalter. Mtshabezi Hospital is staffed fullt i m e by o n e d o c t o r p r o v i d e d by
O X F A M (a non-profit relief and development organization). Wanezi Clinic is

Urgent n e e d high school
teachers for
Zimbabwe
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Students enrolled at Ekuphileni Bible Institute in 1982.
being directed by a state registered nurse
( S R N ) with the aid of medical and nursing assistants. The government doctor
f r o m Filabusi Hospital visits the clinic
once a week to see patients who require
attention. Phumula Clinic is under the
administration of Mr. L. Bhebhe. The
clinic is staffed by one S R N and several
medical and nursing assistants. The nearest doctor is located at Tsholotsho District Hospital. A clinic at M a t o p o has
just been opened and is being operated
by medical assistants.
One area currently receiving a great
deal of emphasis is that of childhood
vaccinations. Clinics are being held
periodically at various locations by the
clinic staff. In all of these efforts the
church is endeavoring to meet the physical needs of the people receiving
ministry.
C h u r c h life
The spiritual program of the church
has not changed greatly since the coming of independence. The administrative
structure remains basically the same.
Bishop Stephen Ndlovu is looked u p o n
as the spiritual head of the church. Mr.
Kirk Moyo serves as the overseer for the
eleven urban churches now in existence.
There are five in Bulawayo, two in
Gwanda, and one each in Victoria Falls,
continued on page 9

Both government and Brethren in Christ C h u r c h officials in
Zimbabwe are requesting that missionary teachers return. In
response, Brethren in Christ Missions is recruiting 15 Brethren in
Christ secondary school teachers for service in the Brethren in
Christ school system in Z i m b a b w e by January 1,1983. Interested
persons should write to Roy V. Sider, Secretary of Overseas
Ministries, 2519 Stevensville Road, Stevensville, Ontario LOS 1 SO;
(416) 382-3144.
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has expressed himself to man in a three-fold
way: The word through nature—creation—tells
of God's
wisdom and power. The word through a book—the
Bible—tells of God's holiness, justice and love. The word
through a personality—Jesus
Christ—tells of God's mercy
and
grace....
While God gave the word
it remains for man to
publish it."

(C. N. Hostetter, Jr.. writing
in the 5 0 t h Anniversary
issue of the Visitor. 1937)

The
Message
Must Be
Published
95 years of ministry ...
The Publication Board of the
Brethren in Christ Church, Inc.

I nspirational and devotional articles, discussions of contemporary concerns facing the
Christian community, brotherhood news and
commentary—this and more makes up the
Evangelical Visitor, for 95 years the official
publication of the Brethren in Christ Church.
Published twice a month, the Visitor focuses
on the life and ministry of the church, from
our local congregations to our cooperative
ministries across North America and around
the world.
In addition to preparation of the Visitor, the
editorial department assists in the development of other literature pieces for the church,

including membership materials and Sunday
school literature.
A major project has been publication of the
Foundation Series, a complete Sunday school
curriculum from nursery through senior high,
with eight elective quarters for adults. With its
strong biblical emphasis and believers' church
orientation, Foundation Series is experiencing
a growing usage in Brethren in Christ congregations. Development of the total project (in
cooperation with the Mennonite Church, the
General Conference Mennonite Church and
the Church of the Brethren) required a
Brethren in Christ investment of more than
$100,000, which was underwritten by
revenues generated by Evangel Press and
Christian Light Bookstores.
The editorial department also shares in
developing lesson outlines for the Enduring
Word Series, an adult Sunday school series
produced by cooperating Wesleyan churches.
Other editorial projects include the fifth
Heritage Series title, focusing on the nature of
the holy life, to be written by Luke Keefer Jr.,
and planned for a 1984 release.

( j j e n e r a l Conference of 1920 authorized
establishment of a printing plant for the
brotherhood. Following Conference, the
equipment of a local firm in Nappanee, Ind.
was purchased for less t h a n $5,000. Today,
Evangel Press is a modern, versatile printing
plant with computerized photo-typesetting,
multi-color and single color presses, and a
well-equipped bindery.

In addition to printing the Visitor and some
of the Foundation Series curriculum, the
printing division prepares other materials for
the church, such as the four-color brochure
recently distributed by the bishops, the 1982
Jacob Engle Foundation annual report, and
Minutes for General Conference and various
regional conferences.
The division also produces books, periodicals and other materials for such well-known
Christian organizations as Moody Press, Tyndale House, Pioneer Ministries (formerly Pioneer Girls), Christian Service Brigade, American Association for Jewish Evangelism, and
Your Worship Hour, as well as printing for
other denominations.

W h e n I sell a Bible, I really feel good. I
know the person is getting the Word of God—
it can make a real difference in their life." That
comment by one of our clerks in California
captures the essence of the bookstore ministry. Each manager has shared stories of people
finding Christ or being strengthened in their
faith through the ministry of Christian Light
Bookstores.
The first Christian Light Bookstore opened
in Elizabethtown in 1942. Soon other stores
were opened elsewhere in Pennsylvania and in
California. Today ten bookstores operated by
the Publication Board serve the church and
their local communities with the best in

Christian literature, Bibles, and Christian
education supplies.
With some 85 employees and a total sales in
1981 of 84,224,960, this chain of bookstores
has proven to be a vital asset in the overall
ministry of the Publication Board and the
Brethren in Christ Church.

W h i l e each of the three divisions of the
board's work is different, they work together to
accomplish the task of publishing the message. In addition, revenues generated by the
printing division and the bookstores help
offset the editorial costs of the Visitor and
other church publications, as well as funding
such projects as Foundation Series and the
Heritage Series.

T

- L he
h periodic Music Bulletin and the
annual Hymn of the Year contest are two
methods used by the Commission on Music
and Worship, an agency of the Publication
Board, in assisting the church in general worship as well as church music.
Currently the commission, augmented by
several other persons assigned by General
Conference, is compiling a new Brethren in
Christ hymnal. This latest hymnal will continue a long tradition of hymnal publication.
Since our first hymnal was published in 1862,

the Brethren in Christ have printed five different hymnals, each in a n u m b e r of editions or
revisions. Brethren in Christ a u t h o r s and
composers contributed almost 100 hymns to
those hymnals. The new hymnal will contribute to this rich musical heritage.
Publication of the new hymnal is projected
for 1984. Contributions are now being solicited for a permanent Hymnal Fund. Net proceeds from the sale of the new hymnal will be
returned to this fund, which then may be used
to help finance future hymnals.

PUBLISHED OR PRINTED BY EVANGEL PRESS (A partial
Periodicals
The Evangelical Visitor
Brethren in Christ History and Life
Sunday School Curriculum
The Foundation Series
Preschool and Nursery
Kindergarten—Grade 8
High School
Adult
Heritage Series
Adventure in Discipleship
Called to Obedience
Ministry of Reconciliation
The Church in Mission

listingI

The Everywhere Missionary, children's storybook about pioneer missionary Jesse Engle.
Lantern in the Dawn, a collection of Visitor editorials by the late J o h n Zercher.
Nine Portraits, glimpses into the lives of nine
Brethren in Christ.
Messenger of Grace, the biography of C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
Quest for Piety and Obedience, the history of
the Brethren in Christ Church.
Here Faith and Learning Meet, the history of
Niagara Christian College.
Fruit from Woods and Sands, the story of
Houghton Mission.
A Vision for Service, the history of Upland
College.
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A 1982 look at the
church in Zimbabwe . . .
from page 8

H w a n g e (formerly Wankie), H a r a r e
(Salisbury), and Zvishavane (Shabani).
The M a t o p o District overseer is Mr. E.
Ziduli and Mr. J. Dlodlo is the overseer
f o r the M t s h a b e z i District. M r . P.
Mlotshwa is the overseer for the Wanezi
District. Since he is currently pursuing
further studies in Harare, his responsibilities are being attended to by Kirk
Moyo. M r . P. Khumalo is functioning
as the headmaster of the Ekuphileni
Bible Institute. Currently about 20 students are enrolled there.
At present the greatest areas of growth
and development seem to be in the
u r b a n churches. M a n y good things are
happening there. During the war the
rural churches were forced to discontinue meeting and they are still recovering f r o m that experience.
C o n f r o n t i n g difficulties
The church in Zimbabwe, no different f r o m the church elsewhere, has some
difficult issues with which to deal. As is
always the case a m o n g God's people,
there is a need to discern the Holy Spirit's leading.
One of the issues confronting the
church is how to respond to the needs of
people affected by the worse drought in
southern Africa in fifty years. A related
issue concerns the attitude toward refugees and displaced persons throughout
the country. Another issue pertains to
the stance of a church with a history of
pacifism in a country where the use of
a r m s is widely accepted. Also there is the
continual problem of financing the various reconstruction projects that need to
be completed as a result of damages
inflicted during the war.

Bob Rice talking with Enoch Shamapani, one of the Brethren in Christ representatives, at the literacy seminar in
Lusaka for training tutors.

Literacy
A partnership
project
by Alice Dourte
For the Brethren in Christ in Zambia,
literacy has become an important partnership project. Under the auspices of
the Christian Education department of
the Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia and in cooperation with Literacy
and Evangelism International, expatriate missionaries and Zambians have
worked together to produce a Biblebased Tonga primer.
Mary Heisey, Pastor Leonard Hamaseleand Pastor Thuma Hamukang'andu
formed the writing team to do preliminary work on the Tonga primer. In February 1982, Rev. Bob Rice of Literacy
and Evangelism International (Tulsa,
OK) spent several weeks with the team
preparing the manuscript for printing.
Mwiinde Mwaanga, from the Lusaka
church, and Michele Arnett, a teacher at
C h o m a Secondary School, cooperated
to provide artwork for the book. A private source was located to fund the
initial printing costs. So, with finishing
touches added, the primer went to press.
Once available, it can be used by various
groups working with Tonga-speakers.

Seven Brethren in Christ representatives attended an All-Zambian literacy
seminar in Lusaka in March to be
trained as tutors. Plans are for smaller
seminars to be conducted at various
places throughout the country to train
additional tutors. Esther Spurrier serves
as resource person for the Macha area
program.
Literacy is seen as an important tool
for evangelism. Local literacy programs
will be open to any interested persons in
the community. Persons who learn to
read will then teach others. Thus, Christians will be able to read the Bible and to
use the new Bible-based primers as tools
for witnessing.
There is excitement about the possibilities for using the primers -to reach
persons outside the church interested in
learning to read and to equip believers
to study the Bible and use it effectively in
sharing their faith. It appears that the
benefits from partnership of expatriate
missionaries and Zambians in this project will reach far beyond the Brethren in
Christ. •

The church has been through some
exceedingly trying years and the road
ahead is not without its pitfalls. It has
only been by the dedication of the people and the strengthening of the Spirit
that the church continues to exist. It is
indeed a blessing to be able to say that
the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe goes on. •
Steve and Christine Newcomer are under
assignment of the Mennonite Central Committee to teach at Wanezi Secondary School
in Zimbabwe. A member of the Fairview
Avenue (Waynesboro, PA) congregation,
Steve taught previously at Matopo Secondary School.
August
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Rev. Bob Rice works with the Tonga primer writing team (left to right: Heisey,
Hamasele, Hamukang'andu) to finish the manuscript.

Church News
Allegheny Conference
The Cedar Grove congregation announces the
opening of a Counseling Center. At the present,
the center is open one day a week with plans to
enlarge. • Eighty-seven year old Alta Gayman

congratulates Flora Horn on her 87th birthday.
Both ladies have attended the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church for many years.
A Teacher Training Class was held by the Dillsburg congregation on Sunday evening, June 27.
Dr. Charles Pugh was the leader of the class. •
Nineteen persons were received into fellowship on
Sunday, J u n e 27, by the Five Forks congregation.
• The Montgomery congregation reports an average attendance of 216 for a five-night Bible school.

Atlantic Conference
The Elizabethtown Quiz Team won the regional
finals which were hosted by Elizabethtown. The
eleven teams participating in the playoffs were:
Elizabethtown, Fairland, Free Grace, Lancaster,

Central Conference

Manor, Mt. Pleasant, Palmyra, Pequea, Pilgrim
Chapel, Refton, and Skyline View. • Over 50 people from the Harrisburg congregation attended a
retreat at Roxbury Campgrounds on June 11-13.
Improving communication skills was the theme of
the sessions which closed with a communion
service.
The Lancaster congregation held a Consecration Service for Pete and Laura Shaida who will be
leaving for a year's service in Japan. Roy Sider
spoke at the service. Eleven persons were received
into fellowship. • A Commissioning Service was
held by the Lancaster congregation for Ken Letner
on Sunday evening, July 25. Rev. Letner, who was
associate pastor at Lancaster, has been appointed
as the Associate Director for the Board of Christian Education. A dessert fellowship was held following the service. • The Manor congregation
reports receiving 32 people into fellowship. Also,
17 people were baptized in the outdoor service.

Canadian Conference
Levi and Jennie Byer were honored on June 19
for their 45th wedding anniversary. The couple's
six children hosted a dinner which was attended by
77 family members.
Kid's Day was observed on Sunday, June 6, by
the Kindersley congregation. A birthday cake,
made especially for the children, was enjoyed by
all. • Special guest of the Massey Place congregation on Sunday evening, June 20, was Franklin
Graham, son of Dr. Billy Graham.

On J u n e 30, an Open House was held in the
Beulah Chapel Brethren in Christ Church to
honor Rev. and Mrs. Carl Ulery as they observed
their 50th Wedding anniversary.
Rev. Robert Sheetz was installed as pastor of
the Ashland congregation on Sunday, J u n e 13.
Bishop Climenhaga was in charge of the service. •
Special guests of the Bethel (Merrill) congregation
were Rev. and Mrs. George Bundy from the
Navajo Mission. The congregation sponsored a
Tent Meeting on J u n e 6-20 with Rev. Dale Ulery
as the evangelist.
The Fairview congregation hosted Principles of
Christian Counselling classes, beginning on July 6.
The eight classes were taught by Living Hope
Ministries. • A farewell service and fellowship
meal were held by the Nappanee congregation for
their pastoral couple, Jay and Wanda McDermond on Sunday, July 25.

Midwest Conference
Mr. Carl Keefer was guest speaker for the
Rosebank congregation on Sunday, J u n e 27. He
shared about the ministry of Messiah Village. •
Guest speakers for the Zion congregation during
the month of July were Walt Kleensasser, Tabor
College; Bishop D o n Shafer; and Dennis Lehman,
Life Line Mission.

Pacific Conference
Rev. and Mrs. Cordon Engle have recently
accepted the position of associate pastoral couple
for the Alta Loma congregation. • The Triumphant Review, a music and d r a m a team f r o m
Azusa University, presented a program to the Labish congregation on Friday, July 9.

India: Annual Youth Retreat a Success
The 12th annual Youth Retreat of the
India Brethren in Christ Church Youth
Fellowship was held June 8-10, 1982 in
the Banmankhi Mission compound.
F r o m all four regions (Banmankhi,
Purnea, Saharsa and Baljora) about 200
participants came. The main theme was
"Christian Youth and Their Duty."
On the first day the chairman, Mr.
Joel H e m b r o m , introduced the two
speakers, Dr. Mallik and Rev. J. M.
Mandal. Because of heavy rain, only 50
people turned up on the first day. Everybody prayed the rain would stop and
it did, and gradually people from different places started coming, and on the
last day there were more than 200
people.
A highlight of the retreat was the singing. Each night we had drama shows
presented by the Purnea group.
1 would say this retreat was successful
because young people were really challenged by the Word of God. And we
look forward to the retreat next year for
another challenge.
C. K. Shresh
Secretary Banmankhi Region
10
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For The Record . . .
Weddings
Caruthers-Barto: J o d y Ann, daughter of Shirley A. Barto, East Petersburg, Pa., and Jere C.
Barto, Millersville, Pa., and Carl Michael, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Earl C. Caruthers, Millersville, Pa.,
J u n e 5, in the M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. J o h n B. Hawbaker officiating.
Ditson-Francis: Ruth Ellen, daughter of Mrs.
Mai Francis, and the late Ed Francis, and Barry,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Ditson, both of Kindersley, Sask., July 11, 1981 in the Kindersley
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Arnold
Knutson and Rev. Robert T h o m p s o n officiating.
Fashho-Saba: Mona Abraham Saba and David
Teter Fashho, July 4, in the Beulah Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church, Springfield, Oh.
Heck-Meyers: Natalie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dean R. Meyers, and Randy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald R. Heck, June 12, in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. A. G.
Brubaker officiating.
Rits-Glassel: Brenda, daughter of Mrs. Robert
Glassel and the late Robert Glassel, and Edgar,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Rits, Sr., J u n e 19,
in the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating.
Shenk-Zeplin: Sandra Jane, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James C. Zeplin, Columbia, Pa., and
Ronald Earl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Shenk,
Manheim, Pa., J u n e 25, in the M a n o r Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h with Rev. J o h n H a w b a k e r
officiating.
Steckley-Crooks: Robin Elizabeth, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. James Crooks, Niagara Falls,
Ont., and J o h n Bruce, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.
Bruce Steckley, Gormley, Ont., June 27, in the
Central Pentecostal Assembly, Niagara Falls,
Ont., with Rev. Leonard Chester and Rev. Philip
Michaelis officiating.
Swartz-Berry: Robin Lea, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Berry, and Andrew, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J a m e s Swartz, June 5, in the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Eugene
Heidler officiating.

Births
Beck: J a s o n Robert, J u n e 7; Grant and Mavis
Beck, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Bosserman: Lisa Nicole, May 29; Rev. Vern
and Meredith Bosserman, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Breneman: Janell Lee, J u n e 25; Earl and Connie Breneman, Manor congregation, Pa.
Brubaker: Rachel Marie, June 25; Gerald and
Mary Ellen Brubaker, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Cassidy: Michelle Dawn, June 27; Rev. Mark
and Anita (Wideman) Cassidy, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.
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Clark: Megan Marie, June 24; Philip and
Joyce Clark, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Climenhaga: Vaughn Alan, June 29; Rev. Daryl
and Lois(Thuma) Climenhaga, Speedwell Heights
congregation, Pa.
Feeney: Anna Mary, June 18; Rev. Ric and
Leigh Ann Feeney, Moreno Valley congregation,
Ca.
Funk: Trenton Lamar, June 26; Paul and
Betsy Funk, Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
Good: Andrew Michael, May 12; Tony and
Sue Good, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Janzen: Robin Johann, May 13; Ron and
Karen Janzen, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Kerstetter: Billie Joanne, June 1; William and
Dorothy Kerstetter, Cedar Grove congregation.
Pa.
Keslick: Shenna Jenny, April 5; Randy and
Colleen Keslick. Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Khamsaysouk: Phounprasong Christ, Oct. 15,
1981;Thongphouneand Boualath Khamsaysouk,
Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Klassen: Jacqueline Nadine, March 17; Dale
and Anita Klassen, Massey Place congregation,
Sask.
Murphy: Jeremy Leach, June 3; June Murphy,
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Musser: Lynell Renee, April I; Laverne and
Diane Musser, Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa.
Rosentrater: Esther Elizabeth, June 23; Dave
and Sabina Rosentrater, Manor congregation.
Pa.
Sehaubel: Jennifer Lynn, June 10; Dennis and
Susan Sehaubel, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Simpson: Jamie Kennedy, June 7; Kevin and
Jeanette Simpson, Ridgemount congregation,
Ont.
Stuparyk: Timothy Rebecca Dawn, May 11,
1981; Clark and Sheila Stuparyk, Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Thompson: Sean Michael, Nov. 29, 1981; Rev.
Robert and Carol Thompson, Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Willow: Amy Beth. May 22; Dean and Barbara Willow, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Cullen: Cecil Cullen, Fordwich, Ont., born
Oct. 24, 1904. died May 30, 1982. He is survived by
his wife, Ruth; four children: Roy, Gerald, Catherine, and Kenneth; six grandchildren; six greatgrandchildren; three brothers; and a step-sister.
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Janie
Baer. The funeral service was conducted in the
Fordwich Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
Kenneth Smith, Bishop E. J. Swalm, and Rev.
Sheldon Wilson. Interment was in the Heise Hill
Cemetery.
TRIBUTE
REV. CECIL CULLEN
We wish to pay tribute to our brother, Reverend
Cecil Cullen, who served the Lord and the church
faithfully for many years.
As a young man, he gave a term of service with
Brethren in Christ Missions in Africa from
October 1929-April 1938. Upon his return to Canada, he formed part of the multiple ministry at the

Obituaries
Frisch: Lewis B. Frisch, Merrill, Mi., born
May 1, 1897, died June 23, 1982. He is survived by
his wife. Ruby; 3 sons; a daughter; 9 grandchildren; and 7 great-grandchildren. The funeral service was conducted in the Case Chapel, Merrill,
Mi., by Rev. Bedsaul Agee and Rev. E. L. Russell.
Interment was in the Ridgelawn Cemetery.
Klinck: Ellis Klinck, Stouffville, Ont., born
Aug. 11, 1907 in Gormley, Ont., died May 10,
1982. In 1932 he married Luella Cober who survives. Also surviving are a son, Rondell; five
daughters: Eleanor, Marilyn, Erma, Catherine
and Donna; seventeen grandchildren; and a greatgrandchild. He was a member of the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Marlin Ressler, Rev.
Jim Clubine and Rev. Ed Sparks. Interment was
in the Heise Hill Cemetery.
Lauver: William K. Lauver Jr., Lancaster, Pa.,
born Oct. 17, 1957 died June 8, 1982. He was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. William K. Lauver Sr. who
survive. Also surviving are two sisters: Gloria
Heagy and Cindy Hollinger; a brother, Charles;
maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Derr;
and paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Miles
Lauver. He was a member of the Manor Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral service was
conducted by Rev. John B. Hawbaker. Interment
was in the Laurel Hill Gardens, Columbia. Pa.
Steckley: Miriam Bernice Steckley, born March
12, 1926 in Gormley, Ont.. died April 6, 1982 in
Streetsville, Ont. She was the daughter of Jesse
and the late Anna Steckley. She is survived by her
father and stepmother. Norma; and a brother,
Keith. She accepted the Lord at an early age and
was a member of the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Marlin Ressler and Rev. Gerald Tyrrell.
Interment was in the Heise Hill Cemetery.
Winger: Mrs. Lizzie Winger, born June 29,
1889 in Stevensville, Ont., died June 6, 1982 in the
Port Colborne Hospital. She was married to
Albion S. Winger who preceded her in death in
1952. She is survived by a son. Vincent; and three
daughters: Rose Bearss, Orpha Riegle and Helen
Saylor. A daughter. Vera Sider, also preceded her
in death in 1965. She was a member of the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev.
James Sider. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Heise Hill Church. When the work at Fordwich
Church was at a low ebb. Brother Cullen was
invited by Bishop E. J. Swalm to move to the
Howick area. This he did at great personal cost
and in so doing "saved the day for Howick."(E. J.
Swalm) He had an excellent pulpit ministry and
nurtured the congregation effectively.
One of his most significant contributions to this
congregation was his infusion of the missionary
emphasis. His experience in Africa was never forgotten and its impact spilled over into the congregation. The effect of his passion for missions is
being felt to the present time as this congregation
continues to faithfully support Brethren in Christ
Missions.
The church has been enriched by the willing and
dedicated service of Brother Cullen. We pay tribute to our brother who has entered into the joys of
his Lord.
..
„. ,
Harvey nR. Sider
for the Board of Bishops
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Questions About
Curriculum
Do We Plant the Seeds in Rows or
Do We Merely Scatter the Seeds About?
by Winifred Swalm

What is Curriculum?
Christian Education is concerned with
a number of major issues but one of the
primary concerns is curriculum. The
word comes from a term meaning racetrack, which suggests that a curriculum
is something which guides participants
along a desired route to a goal. Generally, a curriculum includes all the things
that influence and provide learning experiences for the participant. Technically, a curriculum is a course of study
that is developed and organized to
achieve specific objectives for the participant. Such achievement may be gained
through the inclusion of content, experiences, teaching aids, teacher influence,

application of the lesson and motivation
for learning.
Although it is an accepted and proven
fact that the teacher is the key in any
teaching ministry, it is essential that the
teacher have supporting resource materials and tools to assist in communicating the content to the student. The direction and anointing of the Holy Spirit
also are important in transforming the
content into the message.
Specifically, curriculum in the teaching ministry of the congregation (including the Sunday school) is a course of
study of the Bible and related subjects
which leads the learner into the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ and then into
full commitment and service to him

A Model for a
Congregational
Curriculum Plan

through discipleship and witness—the
fulfillment of the Great Commission of
the Master Teacher himself.
What are curriculum resources?
Curriculum resources are the materials and tools which assist the teacher in
communicating the message of the gospel. Resources may include books,
charts, maps, and other teaching aids
including audio-visual supports. They
should provide Christ-centered content
based on the Word of God. Topical studies should be explored from a Christian perspective and are essential in helping the learner effectively live out the
Christian life in a secular world.
Although the curriculum of a Sunday

The following is a six-year curriculum plan for adult classes.
The six years are divided into two three-year plans. During a
three-year period each class will follow this schedule:
1. 8 quarters of study in the Foundation Series orthe Enduring
Word Series
2. 1 quarter of Study in the Heritage Series
3. 2 quarters of study in a topical subject
During the second three-year period the class will follow the
same schedule except that if they selected the Foundation Series
for the first three-year period, they would follow Enduring Word
for 8 quarters, and vice versa. With this approach, the participants
will get a good balance between the Wesleyan and Anabaptist
emphases as well as some study from our own Brethren in Christ
perspective through the Heritage Series.

—From the Palmyra (PA)
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school begins and ends with God's revelation as found in the Bible, even studies
directly from the scripture must have a
sense of direction. In addition, special
care and guidance will need to be given
by the teacher to assist learners in relating the scripture to their lives. Without
this relatedness, little real learning will
take place. Study guides are vital curriculum resources, although the Bible itself
is the essential and basic resource.

3. direction for frequency of usage
4. criteria to be used in the selection
of teacher- or class-preferred studies
5. a description of the responsibility
of the teacher to those who have set
down the guidelines.
It is important that these guidelines be
stated simply. They should never become
"red-tape" for the teacher but should
rather be viewed as providing support
and direction.

What responsibility does congregational leadership have toward curriculum?
The congregational leadership has a
major responsibility in determining curriculum. If the leadership does not
search out and identify available and
approved resources and have reasons
for desiring their use, then who does?
Too often individual teachers choose
teaching materials they are attracted to
because of the bright colors, or because
they come "prepared," or because they
provide pictures to color, or because
they have "super-structured" handcrafts,
or because they do not demand the
implementation of skills. With the high
change-over in teaching staff that our
congregations experience, this is shortsighted decision-making. It is true that
teachers must have opportunity for input, and it is true that materials should
be moderately attractive, but too often
these reasons or other such shallow ones
become the criteria for evaluating and
choosing curriculum. Our people will
become what we teach them to become;
therefore, congregational leaders especially must take seriously the task of
selecting resources.

Should a congregation use only
Brethren in Christ curriculum?
No, the Brethren in Christ Church is
not large enough to provide all types of
curriculum needed. In addition, as
Brethren in Christ we realize that other
sources have excellent materials which
can broaden and deepen our own convictions and beliefs as Christians.
However, it seems logical that because
we are Brethren in Christ, we will want
to teach who we are and what we
believe. This is our identity as a group of
Christians. Denominational curriculum
resources and materials available (including the Heritage Series, the Foundation
Series, and the Enduring Word Series)
provide a core which can be supplemented by invaluable and excellent
materials from other sources.

How do we choose curriculum?
More and more congregations are
using a congregational Board of Christian Education to do the task of appointing a curriculum review committee
which works specifically to approve
materials to be used or, better yet, to
provide guidelines for doing so. Guidelines provide a means by which the
teachers can continue to be creative and
sensitive to the unique needs of individual leaders and classes and yet give continuity, stability and depth to the learning experiences.
Such guidelines should provide:
1. a detailed list of denominational
resources
2. a list of highly recommended study
books which deal with concepts held in
high priority by the congregational
leadership
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What should we do when we are
unable to find curriculum to meet
our particular needs?
Publishers, editors, and writers attempt to provide curriculum which will
be useful to the teaching ministries of the
congregations they serve. However, just
as individual people are different from
each other, so are congregations and
even teachers and classes within a given
congregation. Curriculum has to be
adapted for each congregation. If it is
not adapted, then there is a strong possibility that it is not meeting the unique
needs of a particular group of people.
The teacher, therefore, is the key, and
must view curriculum as a servant and
not a master. In addition, the congregation which spends time and money to
provide teacher training will reap a rich
harvest of effective teachers who are
resourceful and capable of adapting
materials to suit their own needs. The
result will be the spiritual growth and
development of all those who are responsive to the teaching ministries of the
congregation. •
Winifred Swalm is the Executive Director
of Christian Education for the Brethren in
Christ Church.

Messiah
College News
D r . J o h n R.
Yeatts, Assistant
Professor of Education, recently received his Ph.D. in
Educational Psychology from Purdue
University.
His doctoral research focused on
the religious aspects of the psychology
of education. He did a study comparing
the comprehension and readability of
various texts of the Bible.
Yeatts solicited the help of 325 Messiah students. The students were asked
to read the same passage of scripture in
six different English translations. They
were then asked to judge each version
for readability, and were tested for
comprehension.
In his thesis, "Text Comprehension of
Various Versions of the Bible," Yeatts
concluded that the King James Version
was generally thought to be the most
difficult to understand due to archaic
language. The New International Version was thought to be the easiest to read
and proved to be the most understandable.
"This was actually more of a prose
reading study than a religious type of
research," says Yeatts. His research aim
w^s to answer the question, "How do
people read prose?" He says the many
versions of the Bible provided him with
excellent subject matter.
Yeatts graduated from Messiah in
1969 with degrees in mathematics and
religion. In 1972 he received his Master
of Divinity degree from Princeton University. From 1973 to 1976 he taught
part time at Messiah and was a Brethren
in Christ pastor.
From 1976 until 1980 Yeatts was a
teaching and research assistant at Purdue University, and served with the
Board of Christian Education for the
Brethren in Christ Church.
Yeatts has published eight scholarly
articles, one of which is about to be
translated into French. He is affiliated
with many Christian councils, and is
planning to publish his doctoral dissertation.
Yeatts lives in Dillsburg with his wife
Amy and his children Marcus and
Helena.
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Readers Respond
Inconsistencies?
We have received the Visitor at our
h o m e for the past seven months. If I had
not been aware of it previously, I would
certainly know by now through numerous articles that the Brethren in Christ is
a peace church. As disciples of Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace, we could
hardly be anything else.
Our Lord, however, has also called us
to be His witnesses and the salt of this
w o r l d . O u r n a t i o n ' s m o r a l fiber is
shredding rapidly due in part to divorce,
sexual promiscuity, abortion on demand,
feminism, and homosexuality. We, as
salt, have been called to stand against sin
and thus seek to preserve the society in
which we live. Yet I find little concerning
these issues within these pages. I find
however an overwhelming concern for
nuclear destruction to be a major topic
f r o m issue to issue. Will not our society
be as completely destroyed by judgment
f r o m God for immorality as it would be

Harvest of War
from page 16

war and called for a negotiated peace
with the Palestinians.
The larger population, however, has
been militarized with strong hostility
against the Palestinian reality and so
justifies the campaign in Lebanon. These
hostilities focus on the PLO, but they
are also directed against the 1.1 million
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza.
The hostilities are expressed by violent
actions of Israeli settlers, everywhere
armed, against defenseless Palestinians.
There is now a b u n d a n t documentation
of practices intended to encourage Palestinians to leave the West Bank and
Gaza.
The debate over recognition of the
P L O has been a pretext to avoid a negotiated settlement. Palestinian leadership
in the territories ready to negotiate with
the Israelis has been continuously disrupted and displaced. The call of Israel's
Peace Now movement for mutual P L O Israeli recognition and a negotiated settlement has fallen on deaf ears.
U.S. and Canadian Jewish organizations have consistently obstructed any
effort to negotiate toward some form
of self-determination for Palestinians.
Contentious P L O member groups have
14

A b o u t that dialogue

press Christian amenities toward one
another, and the other three-fourths differing over something they both considered to be evil.
Observing this particular proportion
may or may not be significant, but what
is the proper way for Christians to relate
to one another before an observing
world? The history of the Christian
church, or more broadly the history of
the behavior of professed Christians, is a
sad commentary on Christendom itself.
We often disagree and even quarrel less
charitably among ourselves than we do
with those who don't claim the faith.
Disagreement that engenders criticism
which in turn leads to condemnation
presumes too much for finite knowledge. In short, "I'm right and you're
w r o n g " is not an honest Christian
posture.

"Right to Life" (May 25) is a most
significant two-letter dialogue. The dialogue, not a correct attitude toward
abortion and nuclear war, brings one's
profession of the Christian faith to the
real test. Both writers used less than one
fourth of their respective letters to ex-

It is impossible to take a completely
consistent position on the total of all the
specifics among the enigmas and paradoxes of our lives. Our mutual finiteness
leaves us all short of a full right to a final
pronouncement. Pastor Hamblin and
Dr. Godwin (speaking for Dr. Falwell)

been ineffectual in formulating negotiating positions that could be picked up by
other governments including the Israelis. The uncertainty about which Palestinian group to negotiate with has been
the occasion for a colossal stall. The
U. S. and Canadian governments have
worked primarily at avoiding open
conflict.
The Lebanese government and the
International Committee of the Red
Cross estimate 10,000 civilian dead and
40,000 civilian injured, up to July 22.
Israelis claim there were only 2,000 Lebanese and Palestinian civilians dead.
The disparity in the casualty figures is
due to the chaos of war and differences
over who is civilian and who is military.
The big dispute over numbers is important; the figures represent children,
mothers and fathers. But the dispute
tends to sidetrack the issues.
People on the scene have observed the
pandemonium and wholesale destruction of camps and population centers.
Who can imagine what it means to be
attacked by air, land and sea and thousands of people not knowing where to
flee! The physical tragedy of southern
Lebanon is matched only by a logic used
to justify the slaughter of h u m a n beings,
whether they are Israelis in the Galilee or
Palestinians of southern Lebanon. Once
the rationale for war has been nailed

down, the same justification can be applied to the slaughter of either 10,000 or
millions.
There is little indication that anyone's
mentality has become more peaceful by
the most recent carnage. The seeds of
violence now sown will yet lead to other
harvests of destruction.
Americans, 1 predict, are investing in
a violent future. Annual American shipments of more than $6 billion worth of
military hardware in aid and sales to the
Middle East is a tightening noose around
other positive initiatives.
Concerned people everywhere should
amplify the call of those Israelis and
Palestinians reaching for a new future.
West Bank mayors have been asking for
p e a c e f u l co-existence with Israelis.
Amos Oz, the Jerusalem-born Israeli
novelist, wrote in the July 11, 1982 New
York Times: "We call u p o n the government of Israel: Stop! Now is the time to
invite the Palestinian people to join in
negotiations for peace. Now is the time
for a comprehensive peace based on
mutual recognition." •

by ICBM's?
The letter in the May 25 issue f r o m
pastor Hamblin to Jerry Falwell pointed out inconsistencies in Rev. Falwell's
beliefs. Do we not practice glaring inconsistency ourselves by our preoccupation
in only one area of concern, important
though it may be? Perhaps we should
prayerfully consider the inconsistency of
our own position, before we begin to
instruct others.
David R. Anderson
New Cumberland, P A

Urbane Peachey, Executive Secretary of
MCC Peace Section, has been associated
with the Middle East program since 1970.
He completed his master's thesis on Palestinian-Jordanian tensions, and lived with his
family in Lebanon and Jordan for five years.
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did not in their letters disagree over the
basic issues: abortion and nuclear war.
They did disagree as to their personal
postures regarding one of them.
One need not specify or take sides in
their difference of opinion or argue
either case, but it is possible to decide
which took the more Christian attitude
toward the other. I suspect neither was

perfect. As far as the total Christian
community is concerned, charitable
understanding is far more important
than the correctness of anyone's position. That understanding will address
the issues far more forcefully than declaring a brother wrong.
The world out there is not looking for
a reason to believe us. And they will

Editor's Notebook

It's in the mail?
1 stood in the phone booth at Mesa Verde National Park,
a sinking feeling in my stomach, as the word came from
Evangel Press, "The envelope hasn't arrived yet."
The envelope in question contained the entire July 25
issue of the Visitor—cover design, copy and pictures—
which had been edited at General Conference and sent by
first class mail from California to Nappanee. The issue was
to be printed and mailed before our family arrived home
from our Conference/vacation travels.
Long after the first class mail should have been delivered,
we pulled into town, and still no envelope. Fortunately, I
had made copies of the edited articles, but there was no way
to replace all the pictures on such short notice. (One idea,
never really considered, was to outline where the pictures
were supposed to be, with the caption, "This picture lost by
the Postal Service.")
Finally, before the issue went to press, the envelope
finally arrived, with all three "First Class" labels crossed out
and re-marked "Third Class." It seems the clerk in California miscalculated the postage and charged me 7c too little.
No matter that we routinely get postage-due mail which we
must "redeem"; this urgent package got the "slow boat"
treatment. And that's why the July 25 issue was mailed
early in August.
That was a great week for missing mail, with inquiries
coming from two congregations, wondering if we had
received church news they had sent earlier. We checked the
church news file, where such items are placed just as soon as
they are received, and found neither of the letters mentioned
. . . confirming the value of your keeping a copy of all
correspondence and church news. (However, before contacting our office prematurely, remember that it normally
takes 20 to 30 days from the time you mail church news to us
and you read it in the Visitor.)
Of course, the postal system is not entirely to blame for
some church news items being outdated. For example,
about a year ago a pastor wrote to complain quite vehemently about church news items being stale. In the very
same envelope, however, he sent along a report about a
wedding he had shared in a full six months earlier!
You may be aware that postage rates for religious maga-
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have less reason to believe our. message
if we display disunity among ourselves. I
am bold to suggest that the fragmentation of the Christian church is a more
significant evil than the danger of nuclear
war, and indeed it may have paved the
way for its development.
Millard Herr
Upland, CA

zines, including the Visitor, have skyrocketed this year, due
to the government's immediate termination of subsidies for
non-profit mailers—subsidies which were at stage 10 of a
16-year scheduled phase-out. As a result, some publishers
saw their postage bills double virtually overnight.
In order to minimize increasing postage expenses, and to
realize some savings in production costs as well, we are
considering the option of changing the Visitor to a 32-page
monthly publication. The idea will be on the agenda for the
November meeting of the Publication Board.
The readership survey earlier this year showed subscribers evenly divided on the question of monthly publication,
although details and results of such a change were not
spelled out in the survey. Such a move will help to minimize
the size of the subscription price increase in the future. (The
last price increase was in January 1980.)
*

*

*

*

*

One magazine editor suggests that today's postage costs
are the same as they were 20 years ago. "The additional," he
says, "is for storage." Sometime ago a reader said he hadn't
received the Visitor for a number of issues, then received the
back issues in reverse order. He concluded that his post
office had a large room with one door; they filled the room
with mail and only when full did they begin to make
deliveries—last in, first out.
Lester Fretz, member of the Publication Board, researched the amount of time it takes for the Visitor to be delivered
(a) to his home in Vineland, Ont., and (b) to Wainfleet,
Ont., where a larger cluster of subscribers live. One issue
took 6 days to reach Wainfleet and 19 days to reach Vineland. The next issue made it to Wainfleet in 25 days, to
Vineland in 23. Another issue took 11 days to go to Wainfleet and 29 days to go to Vineland.
And we've discovered that an issue often reaches readers
in Grantham, Pa. (some 600 miles from Nappanee) a week
or more before it reaches a subscriber in Goshen, only 17
miles away. The key seems to be the number of subscribers
served by the local post office—the more subscribers, the
faster the service.
The solution is obvious: sign up your friends and neighbors as Visitor subscribers and the mail service will improve.
(And as a bonus, subscription rate increases will be smaller!)
It is interesting to note, however, that 75% of the people
responding to the readership survey said that they usually
receive the Visitor within a week of the cover date.
* * * * *
Coming in the next issue of the Visitor will be a report of
the 1982 General Conference as seen through the eyes of
eight different Brethren in Christ participants, plus photographs by Sonja Stump.
G
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COMMENTARY

Urbane Peachey

Harvest of War
The Lebanese war has been waiting to
happen for a decade. The P L O has been
striking civilian targets in n o r t h e r n
Israel. Israelis have gradually been escalating their attacks on Lebanon, penetrating deeper and deeper into the country. Israel and groups related to the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
have been amassing unbelievable arsenals, incredibly mismatched. Israeli
planes have been making surveillance
flights over southern Lebanon, Jordan
and Syria for more than a decade.
The last decade has been a time of
preparation for war. The Israelis have
transformed the concerns of 3 million
Palestinians into a P L O threat and
vowed to strike against " P L O terrorism"
anywhere in the world. P L O military
groups have been drilling the Palestinian children of southern Lebanon for a
triumphal recovery of Palestine. In 1970
I visited a refugee c a m p near Beirut. The
Young Girls' Brigade, perhaps 13 to 15
years of age, proudly paraded their military drills. The dull thud of marching
feet on hard earth will always be a vivid
memory.
F o r more t h a n a decade, Palestinian
fighters have turned their guns on each
other and their Lebanese neighbors as
they tried to take control of territory and
military checkpoints. Clashes between
different Palestinian and Lebanese factions became a regular feature of Palestinian and Lebanese life. Lebanese Christians and Moslems understandably became progressively weary of the chaos
and disaster. F o r some, the Israeli invasion is an uneasy relief! But many fear
an extended Israeli occupation.
The United States, Syria and the
Soviet Union have been preparing for
this war for more than a decade. Enormous a m o u n t s of U.S. military aid have
been shipped to Israel and A r a b states.
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The Soviet shipments have been limited
compared, for example, to the $15 billion military construction and arms sales
agreement now being negotiated with
Saudi Arabia alone.
Seeing an Israeli helicopter fly over
his village carrying dead and wounded
soldiers back f r o m Lebanon, a Christian
Palestinian f r o m Galilee commented,
"There are three kinds of terrorists:
There are those who plant bombs on
buses. There are those who drop bombs
on unseen persons f r o m high in the sky.
And there are those who live comfortably on the profits gained f r o m selling the
planes, bombs and weapons of death.
We are all involved in terrorism, one
way or another!"
Segments of the American political
Jewish and Christian communities have
been nurturing the ideology needed to
support these wars and justify their carnage. The ideology disregards the human
dimension in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, gives a one-sided hearing to Israeli
fears, and funds military oppression
over a disregarded people. One cannot
build a peaceful future on a foundation
of hostilities fanned f r o m one generation to the next.
How is such a tragedy possible in a
small country of only 3.5 million people?
The Lebanese political system has its
roots in an old feudal-type clan system
which follows religious lines. Since
Lebanon's independence of 1946, a fluid
political party and state administrative
system with guarantees of religious freedom have accommodated to these traditional structures. Any internal or external threats have been occasion for the
people to rally around their traditional
clan.
The national crisis of the last decade
has revived the internal cleavages. By
the end of 1981, 40 different militia

groups were active in the country, each
attempting to protect its own citizens.
Hostile clashes between "Christian elements" and between "Moslem elements"
have been c o m m o n . Most of these
groups have outside supporters who
provide military aid. Ever since Lebanon's catastrophic civil war in 1975, clandestine arms shipments to Lebanon
have been routine.
Israel's invasion of a 20-mile strip in
southern Lebanon in 1978, up to the
Litani River, provided the occasion to
retain a strong foothold in a 6-mile strip
along the border as Israel withdrew.
Israel also developed ties with the Phalangist military, made up principally of
Maronite Christians, and by the end of
1980 there were already 1,100 Israeli
advisers in Lebanon. This four-year
experience with several Lebanese military groups facilitated Israel's successful pincer movement a r o u n d Beirut
early in July 1982.
There have been several important
positive initiatives by the U.S. government, J o r d a n and Saudi Arabia, including the major drive of Secretary of State
William Rogers (from 1969 to 1970) and
the C a m p David accords. But the Israeli
government has blocked C a m p David
efforts to grant more rights to the people
of West Bank and Gaza. The eviction of
mayors f r o m their positions, imposition
of either Israeli military or "Palestinian
collaborators" in municipal positions,
collective punishments and arbitrary arrests could not possibly serve as the
building blocks of a peaceful future. The
Israeli government hopes to squelch the
enormous opposition to its military policies in West Bank and Gaza by silencing
the P L O in Lebanon.
There is considerable concern and
anguish a m o n g many Israelis over the
invasion in Lebanon. An Israeli officer
in Lebanon recently requested a transfer
for reasons of conscience because he
could no longer accept Israeli policy. He
was quietly transferred. According to
press reports, 100,000 Israelis demonstrated in Tel Aviv on July 10 against the
continued on page 14
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